Reading In The 21 Century

Reading/Listening for Pleasure in the 21* Century

Books, magazines, newspapers ... a way of life for many of our clients.
Historical Brief

Book-holders and mouth sticks, companions reading, newspapers posted up and down a
long hall-way...then -

The GEWA Page-Turner arrived on the scene in the late 1980’s; a rugged and distinctly
utilitarian solution to page turning.

Allows a user to turn pages of books or
magazines forward or backwards using a switch,
joystick , or remote control.

Controlled via:

GEWA Joystick - a four position joystick which
includes a mounting clamp for hand or chin
operation

Price: ~ JU”"t_ ) $4’283‘33 Scanning Controller - use any single switch
oystick + ) . .
Table  + 1,200.00 plugged into the scanning controller to choose

Scanning + 1.350.00 the mode required.
I/R receiver+ 650.00

Switches ~  $75.00 Ea

Multi-switch - a range of multi-switches are
available.

Infrared receiver - control the page turner using
an infrared remote control such as the Gewa
Prog, Senior Pilot, Mini Relax, or Sicare Light.

The GEWA BVL-6, while designed and sold as
a page turner, is also a cognitive testing tool.
One is required to move the vertical platen,
which turns clock-wise and counter-clockwise,
in addition to left and right, to the page one
- wishes to turn....then while starting the platen
turning in counter-clockwise fashion move the
turning platen to the left. As the page ‘kicks-up’ stop the horizontal action until the page
is turned...and then moving the platen clock-wise while moving to the left smooth the
page over to the left-hand side of the device. Now move the platen off the page you wish
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to read. Read the left page, move the platen to the left page to read the right page. When
satisfied with all the information gleaned ... start-over.

Before the GEWA was the ‘Boeing’ — yes courtesy of a group of Boeing Engineers. The
product had a short life — and an even shorter resurgence in the mid 1990°s. The price
was right; the stickum to turn the pages was neat. Unfortunately the turner lost
calibration after a few pages. To re-calibrate was difficult, a nuisance, and frequently not
successful.

Other methods for obtaining information included the realm of tools designed by and for
the various vision agencies such as the Canadian National Institute for the Blind (CNIB)
or the American Federation of the Blind (AFB). These include screen readers, the
Kurzweil family of products, Books for the Blind (read onto tape by volunteer readers),
and the burgeoning market in “‘Audio Books’ — either read or performed.

Additional manners in which to acquire information include the use of the Secondary
Audio Programming (SAP)... a signal hidden behind many television stations on cable.
For example, CBC Newsworld in the continuous spoken word context exists behind CBC
local programming 24 hours per day. True SAP service as offered by VoicePrint is as
follows:

VoicePrint Canada's SAP-TV Audio Receiver

The receiver is intended to provide easier access to VoicePrint Canada's programming and described
programs provided to you by your cable broadcaster.

VoicePrint Canada provides newspaper and magazine articles in an audio format for the benefit of print-
restricted Canadians. We read from more than 100 different publications across the country and provide
24-hours of news, information and entertainment.

Your local cable provider may have VoicePrint Canada's broadcast located on the Secondary Audio
Programming of CBC Newsworld and provides audio described programming on various stations. This
unit will not only allow you to listen to VVoicePrint Canada's daily broadcasts, but listen to movies as
you've never heard them before - described!

There are a few key benefits of owning your own SAP-TV Audio Receiver.

1. It'saccessible! The SAP-TV Audio Receiver is a "Plug and play™ unit. It is user-friendly and
allows users to plug in the VCR and speakers and begin listening to VoicePrint Canada or a
described program of your choice.

2. It's convenient! If you are watching a described program and would prefer to listen to it
privately, you can simply attach headsets to the speakers without interrupting your sighted
friends or family.

3. It's easy! At the touch of a button you have independent access to hundreds of published,
Canadian-based articles in a format that suits your needs. No more messing with on-screen
menus or having to ask a friend or family member to help you.

4. It's affordable! Adaptive technology can be very costly but VoicePrint Canada is providing this
receiver at a fraction of the cost of many other technologies.
http://www.voiceprintcanada.com/sap_receiver.asp
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This unit is available through VoicePrint Canada for $150.00. Proceeds from the sale of these
units are donated back to VoicePrint Canada to ensure Canada's only national reading service
can continue.

To order please use the order page or call 1-800-567-6755.

The Revolution

And then -- along came faster and smaller and quite appropriate technology use!
Dedicated products such as the Rocket e-Book, or useful products such as Personal
Digital Assistants (PDAs) from both the Palm Operating System (OS) and the PocketPC
world have made huge inroads. Unfortunately the volume of business for the Rocket e-
Book (later owned by GEM) did not permit them to continue the product offering.
Service and support has also been curtailed so a donated device is no longer useful either.

The Palm / PocketPC World

Briefly, the two families of devices are separated by whether Microsoft owns the
operating system or not. There seems to be virtually no difference in the quantity of new
products being brought to market for either family of devices. Nor is there a lot of
difference in cost of the reading software, the quality of the text, or the cost of the
materiel to be read. In fact, the Palm world has caused Microsoft to now give away the
readers. While there are readers on the market which have a cost associated with them,
the freeware ones are more than adequate for the vast majority of us.

Bl e AN, TV Edit Color Theme Book Go
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R RN . o Background: v Cther ' Toolbar Preferences.._
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. Color...
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Palm Reader Above images. (2 versions — Free and Professional — free is just fine) www.palm.com
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There is a lot of adjustment for personal preferences in the various software
packages....be sure to poke and play.

Plucker (image to the right) www.plkr.org Glss 15% # & C1= 4 4% b
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ISilo (above) www.palmgear.com - search for latest version ‘iSilo’

Non PDA Readers

Regardless of the above discussion, readers are also available for the laptop/tablet/notebook/desktop world,
frequently using the same book format as the personal portable versions.

www.microsoft.com/reader/

=l

~ The Crossing

The Poison Belt: Being an Account of Another A BOOKI: THE BORDERLAND

Opened: February 10, 2005

CHAPTER I THE BLUE WALL

1 WAS born under the Blue Ridge, and under that
Opened: February 10, 2005 side which is blue in the evening light, in a wild land of

Microsoft® Reader Help

game and forest and rushing waters. There, on the bor-

The Crossing ders of a creek that runs into the Yadkin River, in a
cabin that was chinked with red mud, I came into the
world a subject of King George the Third, in that part of

his realm known as the province of North Carolina.

Opened: February 10, 2005

The cabin reeked of corn-pone and bacon, and the
odor of pelts. It had two shakedowns, on one of which I
slept under a bearskin. A rough stone chimney was
reared outside, and the fireplace was as long as my
father was tall. There was a crane in it, and a bake ket-
tle; and over it great buckhorns held my fathers rifle
when it was not in use. On other horns hung jerked
bears meat and venison hams, and gourds for drinking
cups, and bags of seed, and my fathers best hunting
shirt; also, in a neglected corner, several articles of wom-
an’s attire from pegs. These once belonged to my
mother. Among them was a gown of silk, of a fine, faded

&
Volume: n
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1] 246
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Therapy Page 142
Therapy
by Jonnthan Kellenman
Boak i Current Page
Bookmark Indicator A .
AdATEdit Easy to navigate, maneouver, and generally find ones way
g around, including book-marking, searching for a favoured

passage, and changing between various books.

After all most of us have more than one book on the
go at a time.

Use the progress bar to
track your reading progress

Systems are also fully capable of receiving
newscasts, news-streams, and newspapers.

RSS:
Really Simple Syndication

Introduction

A Really Simple Syndication (RSS) Feed provides a variety of. RSS feeds deliver new
content to you on the topics you are interested in. All you need to take advantage of these
feeds is a RSS client, such as one of the titles listed below.

What Is RSS?

RSS provides a convenient way to syndicate information from a variety of sources,
including news stories, updates to a web site or important bulletins. Regardless of the
purpose for which the RSS file is being used, by watching this XML file, you can quickly
and easily see whenever an update has occurred. Of course, viewing the RSS feed in
Internet Explorer and manually reloading the page every few minutes is not the most
efficient use of your time, so most people take advantage of some form of client software
to read and monitor RSS feeds.

There are many different RSS clients available, but here are a selected few that we’ve
tested and that you may find useful:

e WwWw.rssreader.com RssReader

e www.sharpreader.net SharpReader

e http://feedreader.com FeedReader

e http://disobey.com/amphetadesk AmphetaDesk

e WWW.newsgator.com NewsGator

e www.rsshandit.org RSS Bandit Open Source
e http://sage.mozdev.org/ Sage Reader
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The Magic

None of the above methods are useful if access has not already been determined. The
beauty of the enhancements above however is that generally speaking an access method
which is already determined is portable to this technology for the client to continue to
read and acquire information.

And the best part of all this is one can leap into this world at virtually no cost. Even if a
PDA is the indicated source many users of PDA’s have an older, spare, or extra one in
their drawer just waiting for a user who only needs one or two functions.

Imagine - JK Rowling, Stephen King, John Grisham, Robert Ludlum, Mary Stewart and
more ...

Browse Categories
Literature Reference
Adventure Poetry Business Food & Nutrition Palm-Related
Biography Romance Career History Philosophy
Children  Sci-Fi Communications Language Religion
Horror Shakespeare Computers Law & Gov't Sports
Humor Short Story  Education Math & Science  Travel
Literature Theater Engineering Medicine
Mystery  Western Entertainment Miscellaneous
Novels

Libraries

e www.manybooks.net Many Books — Newest and arguably the Best !

e Www.memoware.com Memoware — one of the largest

e http://www.adobe.com/epaper/ebooks/ebookmall/main.html Adobe Site

o http://www.mobipocket.com/en/HomePage/default.asp Mobipocket Site

o www.ebookmall.com/knowledge-collection/reader-software.htm E-Book Mall

e Www.promo.net/pg/— Guttenberg Project - the project which is scanning all
copyright expired texts in the world

e http://u.webring.com/hub?ring=pilot_text — Etext Web Ring - links to many e-
texts

o http://www.ebookwise.com/ EbookWise commercial standalone $ 129. US

o http://www.ereader.com/products/ereader/pro More readers all platforms and
OSs

o http://www.textlibrary.com/ebook_reader_devices_library.htm Good graphic as
at end of paper

e http://www.spacejock.com/yBook.html Good freebie site

All links valid and virus free as at 7 May 2007.
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Benefits of ManyBooks.Net

-2} pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen - Microsoft Internet Explorer =] x|
File Edit Wiew Favorikes Tools Help | ",'
. A 5 e 5 Tl g
e Back - -‘L) V4 |ﬂ @ k.t] | P ) search . Favorites {3} | [\ T -
Address [(&] httpjjww. manybooks. net itlesjaustenjaetextoapandp 2. html =l Go | Links
-
Search - advanced search
I Tite =
| AUTHORS | TITLES | CATEZORIES LANGUAGES RECOMMENDED ‘ HELF |
, Pride and Prejudice Download
o% ﬂ‘F_
& o Jane Aust
a = muthor ane Austen
e = FOF =] [ downioad |-
A Categories Fiction, Harvard Classics o
Englist 0
o nglish
s Language with & small
Published 1813
Notes Austen's finest comedy of manners portrays life in the genteel rural ane Austen:
society ofthe early 18005, and tells ofthe initial misunderstandings
(and mutual enlightenment) between lively and quick witted Elizabeth
Bennet and the haughty Mr. Darcy.
Lowe and Friendship, and Cther Early
Wiorks
Excerpt angbourn, the village where they lived, and of which they were the princigal Mansfield Park
inhahitarts. They found Mr. Bennet stil up. \With s book he was regardless of
time; and on the present occasion he had & good deal of curiosity as to the Merthanger Ahbey
everts of an evening which had raised such splendid expectations. He had -+ 66 all & ttles
rather hoped that his wife's views onthe stranger would be disappointed; but he
z00on found out that he had a different story to hear. Additional Links
"Ohl my dear Mr. Bennet," as she entered the room, "we have had a most Jane Austen at Wikipedia org
deug!htfu\ EVENING, & Most exc.ellent ball. | WISHIYOU had heen there. Jane was so Read online (354.5 pages)
admired, nothing could ke lke it. Everybody ssid how well she looked, and Mr.
Bingley thought her quite beautitul, and danced with her twice! Only think of ;I
& & Internet

- A Variety of download styles
- Link Directly to Wikipedia (beware the veracity of anything one reads here!)
- Brief excerpt, other novels, and further links
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- that he had told rme o much, and that

It isn't just thot fim on unstable sort of | was prone to doubtfulness, his foolish

vidj, which of course | om_ By the time . pride assurned the task the old vintage
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—inlx|
Flle Edt Wiew Go Bookmarks Tools  Help
@ - E:> - l%l @ @ J 1 it fjumny. rectibrary  comyebook_reader_devices_lbrary him =] © co [ICL paim Reader”
| TachnoingySauree. com: Your Source For ... | || sBonkwiss: eBack Resder | @ eraader Pro softwars from sRsader.com || eBook Reader Devices Library | =
=
eBook Reader Devices Library
eBook Reader Devices
Frankln eBooklfan - EPOC - Gemstar Recket eBook - Handheld PC - hebock 1
Mfacintosh - Palm - Pocket PC - Windews CE - Windows PC - Windows Tablet
Device Example Image eBook Format Weight Size Screen Price
Franklin eBookMan
[ MobiPocket 5.5 oz, 517" % 3.39" = 0.67" 240 x 200 pixel LCD $129-$199
ECEES
Gemstar eBook -
\
Gernstar eBook 17 az. largizh £299
Handheld PC
Palm Doc &.5 in color LCD display
744" x 3.74" x 1.34"
MobiPodkat 1.1 |bs 540 = 240 px on $200-$1100
Handspring Visor
Palm Coc
about 3"x4", same _
ey 5.4-6.9 oz, smallish color, some mot $1e9-$299 ;I
Done 4
http://www.textlibrary.com/ebook reader devices library.htm
Look at this site for an upgraded matrix of products, formats, and costs.
Appendix 1:

Ebooks explained in depth edited from PDA Alive July 2005

Librivox.Org

LibriVox volunteers record chapters of books in the public
domain and publish the audio files on the Internet. Our

goal is to record all the books in the public domain.

e B I 114 E=

o LibriVox: free audiobooks
LibriVox volunteers record chapters of books in the public domain and release the audio

files back onto the net. Our goal is to make all public domain books available as free
audio books. We are a totally volunteer, open source, free content, public domain project.
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LibriVox is a fairly new service wherein public members have contributed full-text

reading of var

may be played through the major readers including one’s iPod — which leads us to

ious works. More are added daily. The quality is more than acceptable and

The iPod, iPod Audiobooks, and Podcasting

The iPod has,

yet again, changed the method by which one is able to listen to news,

audiobooks, commentary, instructional, inspirational, and many other topics or subjects.

This section is in relation to the use and efficacy of the iPod and Podcasting and
relationship of using iTunes for fun and profit. In addition speaking to RealPlayer and
Windows MediaPlayer are discussed.

File Edit Contrals ‘ew Store Advanced Help

iTunes

Abdication of Edward VIID
Wichael Anthomy
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. British History 101 Filat  British History 101 Filok (1] 1!54 DA(07/2006  03(10{2006 7:08 AM  03/10/2006 7:0
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w CRC Radin 3 Podrask 100% Indenendent Canadian Mosic 0 130102005 NAMN{ZN0A 7:5 7 |
|-

Report a Concern @) Podcast Directory @

Ver7.018

106 items, 1.3 days, 1.06 GB

= REARRE=R

e Trouble Shooting
0 Principles
0 Practice in General
e Demonstrated Practice
0 Execute actions within imbedded documents above — gain comfort and
expertise.
o0 Provide corrections/enhancements to document if advisable.
e Specifying a computer for a client

o For family or client purchase
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o For funder
o0 Justification protocol

Digital Versions of Newspapers

Newspaper service in Canada has been improving delivery methods for several years.
Early in 2007 major centres published the daily newspapers in a digital format. Coupled
with any native screen reader and or accessibility tools newspapers are no longer a great
dark mystery. To read the full edition a subscriber must register and then anyone could

sign on and view.
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The Gazette
7 May 2007

Times Colonist
7 May 2007
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http://digital.nationalpost.com/epaper/pageview.aspx?issue=10322007050700000000001001
http://digital.nationalpost.com/epaper/pageview.aspx?issue=10352007050700000000001001
http://digital.nationalpost.com/epaper/pageview.aspx?issue=12142007050700000000001001
http://digital.nationalpost.com/epaper/pageview.aspx?issue=11312007050700000000001001
http://digital.nationalpost.com/epaper/pageview.aspx?issue=11322007050700000000001001
http://digital.nationalpost.com/epaper/pageview.aspx?issue=14962007050700000000001001
http://digital.nationalpost.com/epaper/pageview.aspx?issue=11272007050700000000001001
http://digital.nationalpost.com/epaper/pageview.aspx?issue=10002007050700000000001001
http://digital.nationalpost.com/epaper/pageview.aspx?issue=11872007050700000000001001
http://digital.nationalpost.com/epaper/pageview.aspx?issue=12132007050700000000001001
http://digital.nationalpost.com/epaper/pageview.aspx?issue=10322007050700000000001001
http://digital.nationalpost.com/epaper/pageview.aspx?issue=10322007050700000000001001
http://digital.nationalpost.com/epaper/pageview.aspx?issue=10352007050700000000001001
http://digital.nationalpost.com/epaper/pageview.aspx?issue=10352007050700000000001001
http://digital.nationalpost.com/epaper/pageview.aspx?issue=12142007050700000000001001
http://digital.nationalpost.com/epaper/pageview.aspx?issue=12142007050700000000001001
http://digital.nationalpost.com/epaper/pageview.aspx?issue=11312007050700000000001001
http://digital.nationalpost.com/epaper/pageview.aspx?issue=11312007050700000000001001
http://digital.nationalpost.com/epaper/pageview.aspx?issue=11322007050700000000001001
http://digital.nationalpost.com/epaper/pageview.aspx?issue=11322007050700000000001001
http://digital.nationalpost.com/epaper/pageview.aspx?issue=14962007050700000000001001
http://digital.nationalpost.com/epaper/pageview.aspx?issue=14962007050700000000001001
http://digital.nationalpost.com/epaper/pageview.aspx?issue=11272007050700000000001001
http://digital.nationalpost.com/epaper/pageview.aspx?issue=11272007050700000000001001
http://digital.nationalpost.com/epaper/pageview.aspx?issue=10002007050700000000001001
http://digital.nationalpost.com/epaper/pageview.aspx?issue=10002007050700000000001001
http://digital.nationalpost.com/epaper/pageview.aspx?issue=11872007050700000000001001
http://digital.nationalpost.com/epaper/pageview.aspx?issue=11872007050700000000001001
http://digital.nationalpost.com/epaper/pageview.aspx?issue=12132007050700000000001001
http://digital.nationalpost.com/epaper/pageview.aspx?issue=12132007050700000000001001
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SPORTS MONDAY

Team Conada wins in overtime aguinst the
Czech Bepublie; Senaters will be shoffling off
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WITH GPS TRACKING

National Post
7 May 2007

Assistive Technology Solutions — GF Strong Rehab Centre, Vancouver, BC

11/11


http://digital.nationalpost.com/epaper/pageview.aspx?issue=10062007050700000000001001
http://digital.nationalpost.com/epaper/pageview.aspx?issue=10062007050700000000001001
http://digital.nationalpost.com/epaper/pageview.aspx?issue=10062007050700000000001001
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	 Easy to navigate, maneouver, and generally find ones way around, including book-marking, searching for a favoured passage, and changing between various books.
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